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The Lipids. Their Chemistry and Biochemistry, b y  HARRY J .  DEUEL J r . ,  V o l u m e  I I .  B io -  

c h e m i s t r y ,  I n t e r s c i e n c e  P u b l i s h e r s ,  I n c . ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  1955, x x v i  + 919 pp . ,  

P r i c e  $ 25. 

The present  wflume encompasses the available information on the digestion, absorption,  
t r anspor t  (in blood and lymph) and storage of fats and other lipids in the animal body. I t  also includes 
some topics of a more chemical na ture  such as the properties, composit ion and behaviour  of the 
lipases and lipoxidasis, and an account  of the chemist ry  of bile acids. 

After discussing the digestion and gastrointest inal  absorpt ion of lipids the au thor  reviews work 
on the t r anspor t  in the blood--- sections being allocated to variat ions found in health and disease - -  
and goes on to the consideration of lipid storage in the tissues, of factors which modify this and 
of the nature  of the fat deposited in specific tissues or organs. In  each chapter  the changes of the 
fats, phospholipids,  sterols, carotenoids and fat-soluble vi tamins  are considered in separate sections. 

In this book in general no analytical procedures are quoted;  the reader will search in vain 
for details for methods  of es t imating e.g. fat and cholesterol in blood. Only methods  and references 
are given for the general s tudy  of absorpt ion of fats and lipids and also for the est imation of digesti- 
bility and for the determinat ion of the lipid content  of animals, including man. 

The survey of contents  and the indexes of au thors  and of subjects take up no less than  i 2o pages ; 
so the immense amoun t  of informat ion (about 4,2oo references up to t953) presented in this book 
has been made readily accessible. 

Although the au thor  often aw)ids giving his own opinion on controversial  subjects his presen- 
tat ion of the text  is so well arranged and so nicely balanced tha t  it is far from being merely a catalogue 
of facts. I t  is a handbook  in the best sense of tha t  word, one which will seldom be consulted wi thout  
profit and one which will be of great  value to biochemists  and to medical workers. 

J. H. VAN DE KAMER (Utrecht) 

Wool, its Chemistry and Physics, by PETER ALEXANDER AND ROBERT F.  HUDSON, 

C h a p m a n  & H a l l ,  L o n d o n ,  1954,  404  p p . ,  z37 i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  p r i c e  45s .  

The less initiated reader inay expect nothing bu t  chemist ry  and physics in the book under  
review. The wool research-worker,  however, wi,~l undoubtedly  think it most  unadvisable to write 
a book on wool wi thout  going into the morphology of the fibre. Consequently,  in the first chapter  
the au thors  have given a thorough  introduct ion on morphology,  thus  adding greatly to the lucidity 
of the book as a whole. 

Apar t  from the first chapter,  which is of course specific for wool, the book may be consMered 
highly valuable for those working in the fiekt of protein research and is a most  valuable compilat ion 
of the l i terature wri t ten on wool. 

The work provides us with an excellent survey of wool research which was indeed urgent ly  
needed. 

Par t icular ly  satisfying are Chapters  V (Rate processes with the fibre), V1 (Acid base charac- 
teristics), V I I I  (The disulphide l)ond), and X (Format ion of new cross-links), which fact will no 
doubt  be due to the many  invest igat ions carried out  by the au thors  in these fields. 

The value of the book, however, would have been greater still if in some chapters  (e.g. 1 (The 
morphological  structure),  X I  (Chemical composition),  and X I I  (Stereo-chemistry and macro- 
molecular structure)) ,  the subjects  had been dealt with somewhat  more critically. Chapters  VII  
(Ion exchange, and Dyeing equilibria), V I I I  (The disulphide bond), and I X  (CheinicaI reactivity) 
are of general interest  to chemists  engaged in protein research. 

\¥ool  research is developing greatly of late owing to bet ter  methods  of invest igation and to 
an intensified research in Austral ia;  hence a second supp lemen ta ry  edition may  soon be needed. 

G. J. SCHURINGA (Delft) 


